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Project Synopsis 

Title: Anti-modern and anti-liberal 

narratives as the source of the 

contemporary nativist and conservative 

populist agenda in Central Europe 

In this research project I analyse the legacy 

of pre-WW II anti-modern and anti-liberal 

movements in Central European states 

and their continuity and/or influence on 

the contemporary nativist and 

conservative populist political actors in 

these countries. The analysis is 

theoretically framed with nativism as the 

political strategy as well as the theoretical 

concept. Nativism might be defined as a 

policy of promoting the interests of native 

inhabitants. Nativists often label 

themselves “patriots“, but critically 

reflected they usually balance between 

nationalism and xenophobia using social 

chauvinistic rhetoric. In the contemporary 

political science as well as media discourse, 

nativists are often equalized with 

populists, especially the radical-right ones. 

For the analysis the critical discourse 

analysis method is used. Into the analysed 

corpus I include the party manifestos, 

other internal documents and public 

presentations of selected political parties 

with the nativist and/or conservative 

populist disposition, media presentation, 

scientific analyses and other relevant 

sources. I am searching in these materials 

for typical strategies, signs and terms of 

the nativist narrative such as systematic 

critics of minorities (LGBT community, 

women, migrants, Roma population etc.), 

cultural and other types of racism, moral 

disqualification of the other, idealization of 

peasantry, peasant life and common 

sense, support of majoritarian democracy 

tools, above all plebiscites, the concept of 

naturalness, emphasis on patriotism and 

“correct” European values etc. 


